Ladies and gentlemen, honoured guests,

In the long term the existence of a properly fuoratig railway had
become an integral element providing for stablenecoic development and the
mobility of population. And although it may seenwndhat due to the swift
growth of road and aerial transportation in recatgcades the future belongs to
other transport modes, it is again the railway, @hiis the cornerstone of
various government development strategies in thkel ff transport. This is
truth, regardless whether it comes to America, Asid&urope. The reason for
being so is clear — the massive potential, thassessed by rail in comparison
to other transport modes, so in the field of prawdmobility for great number
of transported people and goods, of its friendlgas the environment, as well

as in the field of safety of the whole transpodqgass.

Yet, in order to make it possible to implement ¢he®velopment
strategies into the praxis, it is necessary to vstricontinuously for the
improvement of those competitive advantages afdihgay transport, so in the
field of railway infrastructure management as wasl in the field of operating
freight and passenger transport. Therefore | woliké to wish you that this
event will turn up as yet another contribution twetfurther development of
knowledge and to the deepening of mutual cooperatten applying new
pieces of knowledge concerning the safety of railtwansport into practise. At
the same time | am convinced, that besides the Wwar& you will also be able
to use your time spent here in Slovakia to discoverbeauties of our capital

city and may be also of another regions of thttelibig country.



Vazené damy a péani, vazeni hostia,

Existencia dobre fungujucej Zeleznice je z dlhodabéR’adiska
neoddeliténou swas’ou zabezp&enia hospodarskeho rozvoja a mobility
obyvatd'stva. A hoci by prudky rozvoj automobilovej a ldter dopravy
v poslednych deseociach mohol naznmva’, Ze buddcnaspatri inym druhom
dopravy, je to prave Zeleznica, o ktorl sa opiexd@iine rozvojové stratégie
v oblasti dopravy. Plati to bez k#du na togi ide o Ameriku, Aziu alebo
Eurépu. Dévod je pritom jednozéray — obrovsky potencial, ktory ma Zeleznica
v porovnani s ostatnymi druhmi dopravy, ato takoblasti zabezp®nia
mobility pre vé&ké mnoZstvo prepravovanych tovarov a cestujdcich,
ohfaduplnosti veoi Zivotnému prostrediu, ako aj v oblasti bespesti celého

dopravného procesu.

Aby v3ak bolo mozZné tieto rozvojové stratégie dfeld uvadzé do
praxe, je potrebné neustale sa usitowaupewviovanie tychto konkuremych
vyhod Zelezninej dopravy, a to tak v oblasti spravy Zelémmj infraStruktry
ako aj v oblasti prevadzkovania nakladnej a osotopjavy. Preto Vam Zelam,
aby aj toto podujatie prispelo daldiemu rozvoju poznania a pibhniu
vzajomnej spoluprace pri aplikacii novych poznatkoa poli bezpé&nosti
Zeleznénej dopravy v praxi. Zaroweverim, Zze popri praci sa Vam podari
VyuZzit' ¢as straveny na Slovensku aj na spoznanie &réag nasho hlavného

mesta, alebo afalSich regionov tejto malej Vieej krajiny.



